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and forced him to fly for his life.    The Legislative Assembly not
only did not punish the ringleaders in this riot, but consented
to quash the nomination of Captain de Lajaille, and appointed
Captain Trogoff de Kerlessi, on the special recommendation of
the municipality of Brest, to take his place.    Neither the Con-
stituent nor the Legislative Assembly did anything to reconcile
the experienced officers of the old royal navy to the new order
of things.    The former at the very close of its session passed a
decree, on September 21,1791, placing the naval ports and the
dockyards under purely civil administration, and the latter
followed up this measure, on September 28,1791, by excluding
all naval officers from employment in the ministry of marine.
Such naval policy as the Legislative Assembly pursued was
directed by Kersaint, whose influence on the Naval Committee
of the Constituent has been already alluded to,1 and he allowed
his zeal for innovations to outrun his desire to improve the
condition of the service to which he belonged.    He warmly
approved of the Naval Constitution of 1791, of which he had
been indeed the  principal author, and the chief alteration
which he introduced was the abolition  of gunners  in  the
navy, and the formation of a corps of marine artillery, com-
manded not by specially trained officers but by officers chosen
from the ordinary field artillery.    The  policy of the Con-
stituent and the Legislative Assemblies thoroughly disgusted
the officers of the royal navy, and many of the most ex-
perienced men, who had refused to  emigrate, nevertheless
resigned their commissions, not from attachment to the royal
family, but from a belief that the service was being utterly
ruined    This spirit is exhibited in a letter, which Bougain-
ville, one of the most famous sailors and navigators France
ever produced, wrote to the Minister  of Marine in 1792.
"Sir," he wrote on the news of his promotion to be vice-
admiral, " I have received the letter, which you have done me
the honour to write to me, and the list of the new formation
of the navy.    My duty to my country forbids me, however, to
accept a high rank, which would confer merely a title upon

1 Yol. i. p. 405.